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DRAFT: Despite a challenging year for Libya, for which we support the Libyan 
people and wish for an end to all conflicts, I am proud that the Libya mission 
was able to expand and has been able to operate all across the country. 

I am particularly proud of the fact that IOM had expanded its voluntary 
return assistance to southern Libya, started training and supporting actors 
involved in rescue at sea operations, established a Displacement Tracking 
Matrix and rolled out a community stabilization program in the southern 
Libyan cities of Al Qatrun and Sabha. Furthermore, we have also responded 
to a number of emergencies, including food delivery and health support at 
detention centres, as well as provided assistance to migrants rescued at sea. 

Bringing a music band to a detention centre in Tripoli for the International 
Migrants Day, as well as the Global Film Festival, was another milestone, 
bringing some much needed entertainment relief to the migrants.  

Looking back at 2016, I would like to extend my warmest thank you to 
all our staff, partnering and supporting actors in Libya, as well as donors, 
without you none of this would have been possible.

Othman Belbeisi 
IOM Libya, Chief of Mission 
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HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE

In 2016, IOM reached out to migrants in detention centres as well as in urban settings 
across Libya, committed to delivering life-saving humanitarian aid to migrants 
in distress. Over the period IOM distributed 332,069 items to 27,211 migrants in 
detention centres and urban areas. The items delivered included clothes, slippers, 
mattresses, pillows, blankets (summer and winter), hygiene kits and cleaning 
supplies. IOM also comprehensively responded to the needs of migrants in a number 
of emergency situations throughout 2016. These included ad hoc feeding services 
where food was not available in detention, provision of life-saving assistance to 
rescued at sea migrants as well as to those fleeing conflict zones.

While newly internally displaced persons (IDP) experience difficulty in finding shelter 
alternatives, those in situations of protracted displacement have depleted their 
resources; both groups are in need for life-saving humanitarian aid. Cash liquidity 
shortages in addition to restricted freedom of movement because of ongoing 
clashes and pockets of instability further aggravate the IDPs’ situation. In 2016, IOM 
continued to deliver lifesaving aid across Libya as access allowed. Since January 2016, 
nearly 4,592 Libyan families have received non-food items and hygiene kits, which 
include essential materials such as mattresses, pillows, blankets and hygiene kits. 
IOM has been able to reach remote areas such as in the south of Libya and to timely 
respond to sudden displacement situations of persons from Sirte and Az Zawiyah. 

#IOMLibyaDistribution2016

27,211 
migrants 
24,733  
internally 
displaced persons
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VOLUNTARY RETURN ASSISTANCE 

In 2016, IOM’s repatriation program 
has offered return assistance to 2,777 
stranded migrants wishing to go home 
to their countries of origin. Among the 
assisted migrants were medical cases, 
unaccompanied minor children and victims 
of trafficking wishing to return home.

In September the return assistance program 
also expanded its operations to the southern 
Libyan city of Sabha, an accomplishment 
considering the challenging security 
conditions in this part of the country. The 
program is thereby covering both the north-
east, north-west and the south of Libya. 

The majority of migrants have returned 
home to Senegal, Nigeria, Burkina Faso, 
Niger and Mali.  

In addition, 552 vulnerable migrants, 
received reintegration assistance in order 
to ensure their security in their country of 
origin.

2,777 
stranded migrants have
received return assistance 

552
stranded migrants received
reintegration assistance
 

 

- 57-year-old Aminata from the Nigerien 
Tuareg tribe

War took two of my sons, destroyed 
our house and caused my health 
problems but until now I could 
not return to Niger because of my 
tribal affiliation and the lack of the 
necessary money to pay for our 
return. This trip provides me and my 
family with a new beginning. We 
will at least be safe! ”

“
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COMMUNITY STABILIZATION 

It is a new experience for me and it is extremely beneficial in shaping skills. I work mainly with teenagers and 
the elderly and the training taught me new ways of doing and dealing with the two categories on the ground,

- One of the participants of a psychosocial support training Fatima Almanouni from Sabha told IOM
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The community stabilization program, 
which works through community driven 
approaches  in close collaboration with 
the municipalities of Al Qatrun and 
Sabha in southern Libya, has restored 
and improved access to essential services 
and community infrastructure through 
equipping 23 Sabha and Al Qatrun 
schools with functional classroom 
equipment and mobile classrooms; 
improving connectivity and access to 
information in Al Qatrun through an 
internet network encompassing central 
municipal service areas and schools 
across the six mahalas; increasing the 
range and effectiveness of primary 
care delivery and mitigating effects of 
limited electricity with the provision of 
generators to five community health 
facilities in Sabha and Al Qatrun.

Focus has also been on amplifying 
social cohesion and peacebuilding 
messages and awareness through 
formal and informal approaches 
to demonstrate shared culture 
and history and outcomes of 
peaceful coexistence including: 
Playing for Peace youth football 
tournament across four 
municipalities, a heritage festival 
focusing on music, folklore and 
cultural traditions of the main 
social components in the south, 
and support to ongoing dialogue 
and reconciliation efforts.

In addition, institutional and technical 
capacity has been enhanced through 
supporting training programs in 
southern Libya and the Tunisian capital 
Tunis to improve the range and delivery 
of services and access to economic 
opportunities, including:  Financial 
management, communications and 
oversight skills development for 
municipal staff in Sabha and Al Qatrun; 
psychosocial training in Tunis for field 
staff and municipal Ministry of Social 
Affairs representatives to support the 
establishment of Recreation Centres in 
Sabha and Al Qatrun and the delivery of 
recreational and psychosocial support 
activities; Training of Trainers in Tunis to 
build the skills of Sabha and Al Qatrun 
CSO, NGO, civic and training institutions; 
business development training to 
microbusiness startups in Sabha and Al 
Qatrun. 



HEALTH ASSISTANCE  

In 2016, 4,399 migrants have received medical assistance in the 
seven most populated detention centres throughout the country 
as well as those who were rescued at sea, both through regular 
weekly medical consultations, treatment and referral to specialized 
health institutions when needed. The medical cases have included 
cirrhosis, preterm labor and birth, displaced fracture, immune 
deficiency and malnutrition.

In order to improve living conditions, migrants’ health and prevent 
the spread of communicable diseases, IOM has also carried 
out several interventions in the detention centres, including 
disinfection and fumigation of the premises and enhancement of 
water, sanitation and hygiene services.

The health unit also coordinated two three-day trainings: The first 
for 30 health practitioners (regrouping governmental and non-
governmental practitioners) and the second for 19 peer educators, 
chosen for their proximity to migrants dense areas, their interest 
to work with migrants, their language skills and the services they 
provide.

The trainings covered a wide range of topics such as migrants’ 
rights, including right to health, health needs and vulnerabilities 
related to migration, addressing communicable diseases, as well 
as available health care and health issues of concern.©IOM
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PROTECTION

©IOM 2016

In 2016, the protection unit has held three trainings 
covering topics on human trafficking; addressing health 
aspects, victim identification and referral pathways for 
88 Libyan partners, authorities and staff. The trainings 
have contributed to strengthening victim identification 
and based on the trainings, IOM and its partners are 
improving response mechanisms to victims of trafficking 
throughout the country. 

IOM Libya participated in one and co-facilitated another 
workshop (together with DRC and IDC) on alternatives 
to detention. Participants from NGOs, UN agencies 
(members of the Mixed Migration Working Group) 
and Libyan authorities from the Ministry of Interior 
and the Ministry of Justice participated. The first 
workshop introduced the participants to the concepts 
of alternatives to detention and the second workshop 
ended with the drafting of a work plan for a pilot on 
alternatives to detention in Libya.

In 2016, the protection unit launched an awareness 
raising campaign on human trafficking in cooperation 
with Mercy Wings. As part of the campaign, IOM Libya 
informed 38,587 individuals (9,153 women; 29,434 men) 

on the dangers of human trafficking, reaching migrant 
and host communities in Tripoli, Benghazi, Misratah, Az 
Zawiyah and Ajdabhyia. 

IOM Libya also supported the 16 days of activism 
campaign against Gender Based Violence (GBV) on 25 
November to 10 December.  The campaign is a yearly 
international campaign used to raise awareness of all 
forms of violence against women at the local, national, 
regional and international levels. Through one of its 
local partners, IOM gave presentations targeting 2,436 
persons at universities and high schools, IDP informal 
settings, women prisons, hospitals and elderly homes 
in six municipalities around Libya. 6,000 information 
brochures were distributed and awareness messages 
were released on five radio channels throughout the 
campaign. 

Throughout the year, the protection unit has assisted 
359 vulnerable cases (including 19 victims of trafficking 
and 56 unaccompanied minors) by providing psycho-
social support, referring to medical services, arranging 
safe shelter, family tracing and reintegration assistance 
in the countries of origin.
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RESCUE AT SEA 

IOM has established four 
fully equipped medical clinics 
to ensure quick medical 
assessments of migrants in need 
of health treatment at the main 
Tripoli port, Garaboli, Zleitin 
and Zuwara disembarkation 
points, as well as the Ghariyan 
detention centre.

18,904 
RESCUED IN 2016 

Life saving equipment has been 
handed over to the Libyan Coast 
Guard in Tripoli including thoraya 
sat-phones, torchlights, life vest 
jackets, live bouys, foil blankets and 
first aid kits. In addition, 10 desktop 
computers and 10 laptops have 
been provided in order for LCG to 
establish a database of the rescued 
migrants. IOM has completed three 
first aid training courses with actors 
involved in life saving operations for 
migrants in the Mediterranean Sea.  

Two technical workshops has been 
held to discuss the rescue at sea 
operation and its challenges. As 
an outcome of these workshops, 
a technical/contact working group 
was established for organizing 
regular meetings to discuss the 
rescue procedure and coordination 
mechanism among the relevant 
agencies, draft Standard Operation 
Procedure was developed and is in 
the process of completion.   

The migrants continue making the perilous 
sea journey at great risk, travelling under 
precarious conditions and on ill-equipped 
boats, leaving them highly vulnerable to 
both arduous travel and exploitation of 
organized criminal networks along the way.

RESCUED AND BODIES RETRIEVED PER MONTH IN 2016
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DISPLACEMENT TRACKING MATRIX (DTM)  

DTM Libya was established 
following several waves of 
displacement since the 2011 
revolution. The purpose of DTM 
is to provide accurate and timely 
information on the locations and 
movements of IDPs, returnees 
and migrants. Used to coordinate 
targeted humanitarian assistance 
and advocacy ef-forts, DTM 
provides a common and evidence-
driven narrative to a complex 
crisis. 

In 2017, DTM Libya is implementing 

two core components, Mobility 
Tracking and Flow Monitoring. 
Each component is tailored to 
serve a multitude of audiences, 
fill specific information gaps 
and accu-rately present what 
was, is, and potentially will be 
Libya’s dynamic human mobility 
scenarios. 

With seven Mobility Tracking 
Packages published and as 
reflected in Libya’s 2016-2017 
Humanitarian Needs Overview 
(HNO), Mobility Tracking delivers 

the holistic baseline on the 
number and conditions of all 
beneficiaries across the whole of 
Libya. 

IOM Libya’s eight Flow Monitoring 
reports articulate the complicated 
and fluid migration patterns of 
the country. In coordination with 
IOM’s regional efforts Libya’s Flow 
Monitoring provides an evidence-
based qualitative and quantitative 
story on migrants transiting North 
Africa and/or reaching Europe’s 
Southern borders.   

DTM works with the Ministry of 
Planning’s Bureau of Statistics to 
harmonize the UN’s interpretation of 
Libya with that of the Governments. Part 
of IOM’s duty to Libya, DTM is working 
in close coordination with Libyan 
ministerial experts and Libya’s growing 
civil society to lay the foundations for 
reconciliation efforts. DTM is building 
the capacity of all stakeholders to 
collect, manage and interpret large 
geospatial datasets as one voice.  

313,236 
IDPs

462,957 
Returnees

256,690 
Migrants

Following two comprehensive 
trainings at the end of 2016, 
IOM will launch a revised and 
restructured 2017 DTM targeted 
at better capturing all of Libya’s 
realities. In 2017 DTM supplement its 
standard Mobility Tracking and Flow 
Monitoring products with greater 
analysis on detention centres, 24 
hour flash reports, and a revised and 
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On 18 December, IOM celebrated 

the International Migrants Day 

On the International Migrants Day, the 626 detained 
migrants at Triq Al Matar could enjoy the music of 
the soft rock Libyan band Black Schnack. During the 
concert, some of the migrants grabbed the opportunity 
to join the musicians with singing in the microphones 
and dance to the Libyan and sub-Saharan African tunes. 
The migrants also played a football tournament before 
watching the outdoor screening of a movie, as part of 
the Global Migration Film Festival. The migrants also 
received, through local partner Multakana, sportswear, 
socks, t-shirts, underwear and slippers. 

At the same time, at local partner Multakana’s open 
communal space in Tripoli, there were an estimated 
306 migrants from urban settings, who participated 
in football games, robe playing and dancing to music. 
The migrants received winter blankets, hygiene kits, 
sportswear, t-shirts, underwear and slippers. 

In the west of Libya, at Surman’s detention centre, 219 
female migrants and 26 children, took part in volleyball 
games, drawing for the children, as well as local games 
and dancing to music. The migrants were also offered 
to make calls home to their families and the children 
received toys. The migrants also received, through 
local partner LRC, sportswear, slippers, socks, winter 
blankets, underwear and diapers.
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Thank You!  




